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84 Journal of American Folk-Lore. 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 

Folk-Lore at German Universities, etc. — From the list of lectures 
and courses in Anthropology at the Universities of Germany, Austria, and 
Switzerland, given by Professor Ranke (Corr.-Bl. d. deutschen Ges. f. 
Anthr., xxxiv. 53-58) as offered during the academic year 1902-1903, it 
appears that Folk-Lore was represented, particularly, as follows : Seler 
(Berlin) : Religion and Culture of the Ancient Mexicans ; Vierkandt (Ber- 
lin) : Race-Psychology (Language, Customs, Myths, Primitive Art) ; von 
Luschan (Berlin) : Nature, Life, and Customs of the Peoples of the Islands 
of the Pacific. 

Folk-Lore Museums. — R. Wossidlo writes to the " Schweizerisches 
Archiv fur Volkskunde " (vol. vii. p. 313) that the " Bauernmuseum " at 
Mecklenburg, founded in 1900, contains already 2305 items and specimens. 
The same Journal, referring to R. Mielke's " Museen und Sammlungen " 
(Berlin, 1903), reports the existence in Germany of 91 public and private 
institutions or museums devoted to " Heimat und Volkskunde." 

Resumption of an old Cult. — In " Wallonia " (vol. xii. 1904, p. 18), 
M. O. Colson has an interesting note on the " Trau del Heuve," a mysteri- 
ous cavern at Sinsin in the Province of Namur, entered by a funnel-shaped 
opening. Inside are two stalagmites, which in the shadow resemble phan- 
toms draped in white, — they are locally known as " Marguerite and Pier- 
rette." Farther on are two other stalagmites. The four are situated in 
square form, and in the centre on some rocks is a huge shapeless stone, 
called " Cheval Bayard," a name of modern origin perhaps. From time 
immemorial these objects seem to have had associated with them a mysteri- 
ous cult. Not long ago the young people of Sinsin and the surrounding 
villages made it their duty to visit once a year, on February 2 (Purification), 
these " persons." Later on the entrance to the grotto was obstructed and 
it became very difficult to make one's way in, so the custom fell into disuse. 
But when the owner out of curiosity removed the obstructions, the pilgrim- 
age began again as of old. More about this grotto may be read in the 
article of Hauzeur in the " Annales de la socie'te" archeologique de Namur " 
(vol. v. 1857-1858, pp. 16-19). 

School Jargon. — An interesting contribution to the literature of school 
jargons and " languages " is Dr. Kurt Schladebach's " Die Dresdener Pen 
nalersprache " (Z. f. d. deutschen Unterricht, vol. xviii. 1904, pp. 56-62) 
The pupils concerned are from ten to twenty years of age. The school 
house receives such names as Affenkasten (" monkey box "), Bude, Kaff, 
Kasten, Kiste, etc. ; the teacher is Brotfresser, Pauker, Profax, Stutz, etc 
The teachers' room is called " Olymp," and the women attendants " Bett- 
hexen " and " Grazien." Curious, too, is " Krankenburg," for sick-room 
Really new formations are rare, according to Dr. Schladebach. One note 



